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STORY OF B-17 PILOT AND SILVER STAR 

RECIPIENT AT AVIATION MUSEUM 
 

          LEXINGTON, KY, MAY 11, 2015:  John Klette drove directly from northern Kentucky to 

Dayton, Ohio to volunteer for the US Army Air Corps in spring 1943. He went on to fly 

bombers in World War II and earn the Silver Star, the third highest military honor for 

valor.  His story of service and patriotism will be presented on Wednesday, May 20, 

beginning at 7 pm at the Aviation Museum of Kentucky, Blue Grass Airport, Lexington. 

 

 The service of John Klette (KLEET) has been preserved through the dedicated work of 

David Schlothauer.  Mr. Klette agreed to 17 separate interviews, encompassing his love 

of flying and his extensive military service.  This service included 51 combat bombing 

missions during the war over Europe, as part of the 15
th

 Air Force based in Italy.   Fifty 

missions were later flown during the Korean War.  Klette was a pilot for sea rescue 

missions, using planes that could operate from land and from water to save downed 

aviators in the Korean conflict.  Mr. Schlothauer will present selections from the 

interviews he conducted with John Klette during 2013.  Mr. Klette resides in northern 

Kentucky, but his health prevents travelling for the presentation.       

   

  Mr. Schlothauer’s presentation is free and open to the public.  It is part of the Aviation 

Roundtable Series, offered bi-monthly by the museum. It is being conducted during May 

in observance of Memorial Day, along with recognition of American military veterans.   

 

 The Aviation Museum of Kentucky is located at 4029 Airport Road, adjacent to Blue 

Grass Airport in Lexington.  It is the official aviation museum of the Commonwealth as 

well as home to the Kentucky Aviation Hall of Fame, and operates as a non-profit 

corporation.  For more information, visit www.aviationky.org, or call 859-231-1219. 
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